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The Teaching of Reading at Portobello Primary School

  - A Guide for Parents
Learning to read is one of the most important things your child will learn at our school. Everything else depends on it, so we put as much energy as we possibly can into making sure that every single child learns to read as quickly as possible.

We want your child to love reading – and to want to read for themselves. This is why we work hard to make sure children develop a love of books as well as simply learning to read.

This guide aims to provide you with guidance as to how we teach reading and how you can support your child's reading at home.
Phonics and Reading in Reception and Key Stage One
We start by teaching phonics in Reception using the highly successful ‘Read Write Inc’ phonics programme. Children learn how to ‘read’ the sounds in words and how those sounds can be written down. This is essential for reading, but it also helps children learn to spell well. Through the Read Write Inc' phonics programme, children are rapidly introduced to letter sounds which gives them good foundations for learning to read. 
High frequency words are introduced alongside reading books for children to develop a good sight vocabulary.  The children also practise reading (and spelling) ‘tricky words’, such as ‘once,’ ‘have,’ ‘said’ and ‘where’.
Once children can blend sounds together to read words, they practise reading books that match the phonics and the ‘tricky words’ they know. They start to believe they can read and this does wonders for their confidence.
Key Stage Two
Some children will continue to access Read Write Inc phonics groups if they need further consolidation and development of phonics and reading skills.  We check children’s reading skills regularly so we that we can ensure they are in the right group.  

A range of genres will be introduced to older children including auto biographies, letters, diaries, short stories, poems and play scripts. Children will be taught how to analyse texts and comment on author creativity. Children will have guided reading sessions at least once a week where teachers can target ability groups for reading and teach specific skills.

 

Children are still given the opportunity to hear stories as the teacher reads to the children and shares longer stories/novels. Children will have regular opportunities to read aloud to teachers and peers. From this the teacher can monitor mastery of sight vocabulary, application of phonics, development of fluency and expression, knowledge of the structure of language and audience awareness. Children will be given opportunities for silent reading during the week, sometimes reading books will be specifically selected for them and other times choosing texts of their preference to read for pleasure.
Ongoing Assessment of Reading 

Teachers keep an ongoing record of their pupil’s progress in reading, assessing skills and understanding against the National Curriculum Programmes of Study.  Progress will be reported to parents regularly throughout the year.
Formal assessment of reading

The government ask that we test children on their phonic knowledge and reading skills throughout their primary education. Year 1 children undertake a Phonics Screening Test whilst children in years 2 and 6 sit end of Key Stage SATs assessments. 

 

 

 

 

 
Developing a love of books and reading
Children have the opportunity to develop their love of reading throughout the school. As well as independent reading,  teachers regularly read to the children too, so the children get to know and love all sorts of stories, poetry and information books. This helps to extend children’s vocabulary and comprehension, as well as supporting their writing.
Reading is promoted across the school through special events such as:

 - Visits to and from the library 

 - Author visits

 - World Book Day celebrations

 - Book fair
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How you can help at home
As parents you play a very important part in helping your child to read. Encouraging children to develop a love of books and an interest in written language helps their literacy now and makes a difference to their whole future. We have created a brief guide called 

Helping Your Child to Succeed at Reading to help you support your child with their reading at home. This can be found on our website.
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