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Rationale
This policy reflects the values and philosophy of Portobello Primary School in relation to the teaching and learning of English. It gives a framework to which all staff, teaching and non-teaching, work. At Portobello Primary School we aim to provide a supportive, stimulating and secure environment where children are encouraged to express themselves and where their contributions are valued. We will provide for the language development of pupils and will develop their ability to use language to think, to explore and to recognise and communicate their ideas.
Aims
We aim to develop the ability of all our pupils in English within an integrated programme of Speaking & Listening, Reading & Writing.  Pupils will be given opportunities to interrelate the requirements of English within a broad and balanced approach to the teaching of English across the curriculum, with opportunities to consolidate and reinforce taught English skills in a transferable way. We aim to:
· Provide a rich and stimulating language environment, where speaking and listening, reading and writing are integrated 

· Provide opportunities for pupils to become confident, competent and expressive users of the language with a developed knowledge of how it works 
· Encourage children to express opinions, articulate feelings and formulate responses to a range of texts both fiction and non-fiction using appropriate technical vocabulary 

· Foster an interest in words and their meanings, and to promote the development of a growing vocabulary in both spoken and written form

· Engage children with an understanding of a range of text types and genres 

· Foster an enthusiasm for, and love of, reading for life 

· Enable children to write in a variety of styles and forms showing awareness of audience and purpose 

· Develop the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness in all areas of literacy
· Teach the children to use grammar and punctuation accurately 

· Develop the understanding of correct spelling convention 

· Encourage the production of effective, well presented written work using fluent and legible handwriting 

· Provide opportunities for pupils to communicate ideas through the use of ICT 

· Provide opportunities for role-play and drama. 

Expectations and requirements
By the time children leave our school, we expect them to communicate through speaking and listening, reading and writing, with confidence, fluency and understanding and in a range of situations. We will make every effort to foster an enjoyment of language and literature. 
In the Foundation Stage (Reception) children should be given opportunities to:
· Use language for communication and thinking. 

· Link letter and sounds. 

· Become immersed in an environment rich in print and develop an interest in stories. 

· Begin to communicate through emergent writing. 
At Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2), children should:
· Speak confidently and listen to what others have to say. 

· Begin to read and write independently and with enthusiasm. 

· Use language to explore own experiences and imaginary worlds. 
At Key Stage Two (Years 3-6), children should 
· Know, understand and be able to write in a range of genres in fiction and poetry and understand and be familiar with some ways in which narratives are structured through basic literacy ideas of setting, character and plot 

· Understand and be able to write in a range of non-fiction genres and structure text in a style suited to its purpose
· Use grammar and punctuation accurately 

· Have an interest in words and a growing vocabulary 

· Write creatively and enjoy writing 

· Plan, draft, revise and edit their own work 

· Understand and use phonic systems and spelling conventions 
The Governing Body
Regular reports are made to the governors on the progress of English provision and are included in the Head Teacher’s Report each term. English Portfolio Governors meet with members of the Senior Leadership Team during the academic year to monitor the progress in English against the School Improvement Plan objectives.
Parental Involvement

We believe it is vitally important to work together with parents and carers to support their child’s development of English. We promote a positive home school partnership in the following ways: 

· Asking parents/carers to read regularly at home and record and write comments in the pupils home school link book, and to be ‘reading role models’ for their children
· Sharing information – newsletters, parents’ leaflets, social media 

· Celebrations – special events such as World Book Day, assemblies, displays, book fairs, etc 

· Home Learning - in line with our home learning policy and home/school agreement 

· Parental help- volunteer helpers 

Subject Organisation

The National Curriculum Programmes of Study form the basis of English teaching and learning at Portobello Primary School. The Early Years Foundation Stage, Development Matters is followed to ensure continuity and progression from the Foundation Stage through to the National Curriculum. Pupil provision is related to attainment and progress, and teachers use formative and summative assessment to ensure personalised teaching and learning in all aspects of English.
Inclusion
All children receive quality English reading, writing and phonics/spelling teaching on a daily basis and activities are differentiated accordingly. Where identified some pupils receive targeted support or further challenge to enable them to achieve appropriate objectives and meet their full potential. Intervention strategies are mentioned on individual children’s Learning Plans and shared with parents. The needs of children with English as an additional language are met through planning and support. This is supported by our Equal Opportunities Policy.
Equal Opportunities

At Portobello Primary School we have universal ambitions for every child, whatever their background or circumstances. Children learn and thrive when they are healthy, safe and engaged. In order to engage all children, cultural diversity, home languages, gender and religious beliefs are all celebrated. Our curriculum includes a wide range of texts and other resources which represent the diversity and backgrounds of all our children. All children are provided with equal access to the English curriculum. We aim to provide suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or home background.

Foundation Stage
The children in Early Years will experience Communication, Language and Literacy as part of the areas of development, as laid out in Foundation Stage Curriculum. Through careful planning teachers will ensure that pupil needs are provided for. Speaking and listening skills are highly regarded and the environment is language rich, with a focus on developing vocabulary and skills. We want our children to develop a lifelong love of reading and to use the new and rich vocabulary taught in a range of reading and writing learning activities. Children in the Early Years will be taught phonics through a synthetic and systematic approach as laid out in the school’s Order of Progression document. 
Guided reading approaches are followed in line with the rest of the school when children are ready to embark on the school’s colour banded reading system. Emergent writing is encouraged through role-play experiences and informal writing opportunities. When children are familiar with the phonics and letter formation they are encouraged to attempt a more focus form of writing using the initial, end and medial sounds in words. They progress  to learning high frequency words and making phonic attempts at writing phonetically decodable sentences, with correctly spelt high frequency words, across all areas of learning. 
Approaches to Reading
Phonics

At Portobello Primary School we understand the importance of Phonics teaching and recognise the value quality phonics teaching has in forming a secure foundation for future teaching in reading and writing. In KS1 and Early Years discrete phonic sessions are taught daily, following the school’s Order of Progression Document.

Accelerated Reader  

Accelerated Reader (AR) is a reading programme that aims to foster independent reading. The internet-based software assesses reading age and suggests books that match pupils’ needs and interests. Pupils take computerised quizzes on the books and earn AR points as they progress. Every child will be given a book level within a reading range, depending upon their reading ability, and will select a book from within that range. This means that the children will have a variety of books to choose from, books which will be sufficiently challenging but also within their reading ability so they can be understood and enjoyed. Our children enjoy using the AR programme from Year 2 onwards at Portobello Primary School.
Reading Plus 
Pupils in Year 6 will further develop their reading skills, comprehension, fluency, vocabulary and visual skills using ‘Reading Plus’. This online programme is used several times a week to support and further challenge pupils in developing their reading skills. Pupils are expected to complete Reading Plus tasks as part of their home learning.
Creating a reading environment

At Portobello Primary School we aim to provide a classsroom environment which promotes a love of books and reading where chidren feel inspired to read. Each classroom is a language rich environment with lots of environmental print, labels, posters, information, children’s recorded learning etc. Books are given their rightful place throughout the school. Each room has a class library where books are displayed in a variety of ways. In addition, a display of topic books, dictionaries and thesaures’s are easily accessible to the children. 
We have a library area for Early Years/Key Stage One and Key Stage Two where we ensure there are a wide variety of suitable texts organised and available. These include; fiction, non fiction, comics, magazines, newspapers and leaflets. Each week the children are given opportunity to choose a book to take home and share with a grown up. 
In addition, children are provided with opportunities to engage in reading through carefully structured daily sessions including:

· Guided reading

· Independent reading
· Reading for pleasure
· Shared peer reading 
· Listening to a story being read 
Guided Reading
Guided reading is a pedagogical approach to reading, and is an effective way of building, developing, applying and securing skills in reading for a wide and diverse range of children. At Portobello Primary School ‘Guided Reading’ allows teachers to focus upon specific children and their individual and group’s needs, whether this be through supporting or extending to achieve a specific learning objective or assessment focus. The children participate in reading together and individually, answering a range of taught comprehension questions and completing activities which relate to the text. 
Independent reading or ‘Reading for Pleasure’

Independent reading or ‘Reading for Pleasure’ is encouraged across all Key Stages. In Reception and Year 1 independent reading is facilitated through Key Questions in the reading area and a wide variety of books being made available on the shelves and in all areas of child initiated learning. In Year 2 upwards, children are expected to participate in quiet reading and again, a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction books across a range of genres are made available in every classroom. 

Children in our school are given the opportunity to visit the school library and choose a book to borrow for reading in school.  In addition, the library is made available for class teachers take their children into and to share stories at other times in the week. Children are also encouraged to bring books from home to share in the classroom and a class book is also read. 
Promoting Reading

Portobello Primary School promotes reading through organising a ‘Book Week’. During Book Week each class are involved in a variety of activities such as: book swapping, paired reading, whole school story writing, dressing up and invitation to a Book Fair. Furthermore, visitors such as authors, actors and actresses are invited into school to ignite reading for the children and capture their interest. 
Home Reading

All children in school receive a home school reading book.  To ensure a range and breadth of reading, in Early Years and Year One the children have access to books that are organised using Book Bands, and books that match the progression in the phonic scheme. This ensures an accurate progression in reading skills. In Years Two – Six the children read books according to their Accelerated Reader ZPD. In Year Two, children who have not made expected progress in their reading will continue to read following the phonic scheme books. We have a wide range of books which have been especially written for older children with a low reading level, but high interest, and those of which would appeal to reluctant readers. All home school reading books are kept in the child’s reading bag, or school bag so that the parents can be involved in the reading process and comment on books they have shared with their children in their home school link books. 

Approached to Writing
At Portobello Primary School we aim to develop the children’s ability to produce well structured, detailed, coherent writing in which the meaning is made clear and which engages the interest of the reader. Attention is paid throughout the school to the formal structures of English, grammatical detail, punctuation and spelling. Our approach to teaching writing covers the ‘transcription’ and ‘composition’ requirements of The National Curriculum and teachers use a range of teaching styles and strategies.

Teachers model writing strategies and the use of phonics and spelling strategies in shared writing sessions. Guided writing sessions are used to target specific needs of both groups and individuals, whilst children have opportunities to write at length in extended independent writing sessions. 
The children are given frequent opportunities in school to write in different contexts using quality texts as a model and for a variety of purposes and audiences. The text types which are required to be covered by The National Curriculum are outlined in our long term plans for each year group to ensure that there is a breadth of coverage. They may be asked to produce their writing on their own or as part of group.
Writing Across the Curriculum/Extended Writing

Writing across the curriculum gives children the opportunity to consolidate learning of particular writing skills through other subject areas. It gives teachers a chance to evaluate their teaching and assess the progress of the children using a context and a purpose. Teachers use this writing, along with ongoing teacher assessment, to make judgements about pupil progress within the topic and plan the next steps in individual and group learning. 
In addition to themed days and weeks in school, Portobello Primary School also offers opportunities for children to access further English opportunities outside the classroom. These opportunities include; theatre visits, workshops and trips to museums which in turn stimulate the writing process.

Phonics and Spelling
To be able to spell correctly is an essential life skill. When spelling become automatic, pupils are able to concentrate on the content of their writing. Confidence in spelling can have a profound effect on the writer’s self-image. We aim to use explicit, interactive teaching which draws children’s attention to the origins, structure and meaning of words and their parts, the shape and sound of words, the letter patterns within them and the various ways they can learn these patterns.
In Reception and KS1, daily phonics is the key to the children’s learning of spelling. This is taught using the school's Order of Progression Document. Children are taught to blend sounds to read and segment to spell. At the same time they learn words which are not phonically regular (common exception words). 
From year two and into KS2 the children move towards using and applying their phonic knowledge to help them to understand spelling rules and patterns. We teach children to use their growing understanding of the morphology and etymology of words to support their spelling. Helping the children to understand how to use and apply known spelling patterns (and to develop strategies to tackle tricky words) is the key to helping them to become successful spellers. Spelling skills are taught each week and are embedded in English lessons so as strategies and rules can be taught in the context of writing. 
Handwriting

Handwriting is a skill which, like reading and spelling, affects written communication across the curriculum. Given effective teaching, handwriting can be mastered by most children by the time they are seven or eight years old enabling them, with practice, to go on to develop a faster and more mature handwriting style ready for secondary school and adult life. 

Display
Each classroom in our school has an English display.  This is a display which shows the main aspects of writing at word and sentence level as well as showing the main features and literary techniques which are being taught. Teachers and children use this display as a point of reference. Examples of our pre cursive handwriting expectation are also displayed in each classroom. 


Assessment
Assessment of English is in line with the schools' assessment procedures. Teachers use the school assessment system Target Tracker to assess children’s reading and writing skills. Judgements are formed using evidence from both formative and summative assessments. Older children are supported in assessing their own learning and identifying for themselves what they need to do to move forward. All children know how to improve and progress in their learning. In school moderation occurs termly across the school to give teachers opportunities to share their judgements with others and to discuss progress. Following on from the in school moderation process, all staff attend cluster and LA moderation meetings so that assessment judgements can be discussed and confirmed. This robust assessment process helps teachers to identify areas for development and informs future planning.
Role of the subject leader

The English subject leader is responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in English through:

Monitoring and evaluating English: 

· Pupil progress 

· Provision of English (including Intervention and Support programmes)

· The quality of the Learning Environment; 

· The deployment and provision of support staff

· Taking the lead in policy development

· Auditing and supporting colleagues in their CPD

· Purchasing and organising resources

· Keeping up to date with recent English developments
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