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Achievement Assembly 

Our achievement assembly this week celebrated children who have “had a go” this week. Well done to the 

following children: 

Reception: Heidi Year 1: Luna Year 2: Raza Year 3: Leighton 

Year 4: Jack Year 5: Rhys Year 6: George 

 

Celebrating Attendance  

Well done to Year 2 for best attendance this week at 97%!  

Whole school attendance is currently at 95.5% 

Attendance raffle  

Our termly attendance raffle has restarted once again for this academic year, so all children with 100% 

will be entered back into the draw.  Remember, they need to be in to win! 

 

Dates for Diary   

• Parent/Carer Online Safety Workshop event – 3pm to 3.30pm Tues 17th October  

• Harvest Sing a long – Parents/Carers Welcome Wed 18th October at 2.45pm Year 3 – Year 6 

• Harvest Sing a long – Parents/Carers Welcome Thur 19th October at 2.30pm Reception, Year 1&2 

• Y5 visit LLOBA for performance of SHREK – 23rd October 

• October Half term 30th Oct to 3rd Nov  

• Y6 to Saltwell Park to commemorate Remembrance Day – 7th November 

• Y2 to Kirkley Hall – 8th Nov  

• Children in Need – Fri 17th Nov (non-uniform, wear something yellow or spotty) 

• Y2 – A Christmas Journey at Birtley Methodist Mon 4th December  

• Y5 trip to Parliament – Monday 4th Dec  

• Flu vaccination – Tuesday 5th Dec – whole school  

• Reception Panto Trip – Thursday 7th December  

• School Fayre – Fri 8th December details to follow. 

• Y1 to Y6 Panto Trip – Thursday 21st December  

• Break up for Xmas Friday 22nd December! 

• Inset day Monday 8th January – pupils return Tuesday 9th January 24 

 

Harvest Sing-alongs 

Wednesday 18th October at 2.45pm Year 3 – Year 6 

Thursday 19th October at 2.30pm Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

 

There will be raffle at the door so please bring your purse!  

Children who have an adult at school will be dismissed earlier, although from their usual exit at the end of 

their performance. The remaining pupils will stay with their teacher until the end of the school day. 

We look forward to larger shared performances at Christmas and hope to see you then. 

 

Breakfast Club reminder 

Children attending breakfast club must be seated by 8.25am for breakfast to be prepared and then eaten 

in a timely manner before class starts. 

 

 

 

 



Portobello Primary School 

Weekly Newsletter  

 13th October 2023 

 

 

MacBooks - PPS STEM & ROBOTICS 

This week we are delighted to have received our brand-new set 

of MacBooks donated by our partners at CMYK Digital and 

Opencast. Craig and David visited school to deliver the products 

and even had a go at using our robots. We look forward to 

working with both companies in the coming months as our STEM 

offer continues to develop. 

 

 

 

 

 

International Day of the Girl Child VEX GO Celebration Event @ Portobello 

Today, Portobello hosted a celebration for UN International Day of the Girl. Four primary schools joined 

together, all with female teams, to compete for today’s trophy. Points were awarded for coding and driving 

Vex Go hero bots. We were delighted that Portobello took home the trophy by 6 points! 

Thank you to all of our sponsors, event partners and participants for making today so special: 

Wardley Primary School, Bill Quay Primary School, Whickham Fellside Primary School, CYMK Business 

Technology, SMS Technology, Meet and Code, Komatsu, Opencast, Northeast Learning Enterprise 

Partnership, Lord Lawson Beamish Academy, Park View and Liz Twist.  

We look forward to our collaborating with future STEM projects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Mental Health Day on 10th October 

Children shared their home learning about talking to people about their worries and concerns. Their 

friends and adults helped them to look for solutions and build resilience. We also took part in Stormbreak 

activities to help build our resilience and improve our mental wellbeing.  

 
Team Portobello sport news 
Our Year 5/6 girls football team stormed all their games in the league this week, winning 4 games out of 4! 

What are a fantastic week and we looking forward to the last league games next week? 

 
Our Year 5/6 boys football team did extremely well in the first round of the Cestria cup last night, where 

they drew 1 game and won 3. They are now through to the cup finals next Thursday! 

 

Amazing work this week everyone! #TeamPortobello 
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Harvest Festival 

For Harvest we will be collecting donations for the Gateshead Foodbank. 

 Donations will be welcome in school on Monday 16th October and Tuesday 17th October. This 

means items will be on display in the hall in time for our KS1 and KS2 Harvest assemblies. Items 

will then be collected by the warehouse team and distributed accordingly. 

 

Get involved and join The Big Recycling Hunt Family Challenge 

https://schools.recyclenow.com/families/ 

 

Halloween Disco Year 1 to Year 6 

Thursday 26th October: 4pm to 5pm 

Each pupil has been given a ticket, once you have paid online via ParentPay or paid 

cash to the school office please complete the right-hand slip with your child’s Name 

and Class filled in, tear this off and return it to school by Wed 25th October 

3.30pm. This will form the basis of a register at the disco.  Your child will then hand the larger ticket in at 

the door.  

 

Right of the Week – Article 1 

Article 1 - A child is any person under the age of 18.    

  

 

 

Fundraise & Recycle  

Don’t forget about our recycling bin near the main gates – keep topping it up with clean unwanted clothing, 

bags, shoes, bedding, or curtains. Please bag it before putting it in.  

We have collectively recycled 1000kg so far and we will be receiving a buddy bench from the recycling 

team for our efforts. We now need to hit 5000kg to receive a 2nd one. Keep topping up the bin.  

 

Get involved and join The Big Recycling Hunt Family Challenge 

https://schools.recyclenow.com/families/ 

 

Help needed to reopen Birtley Pool  

Gateshead Council closed Birtley Swimming Centre on Friday 21st July.  A project team comprising local 

community volunteers alongside members of Birtley and Gateshead and Whickham swimming clubs, plans to 

reopen Birtley Swimming Centre in April 2024 as a Community Asset which will be run by a new not for 

profit charitable organisation.  The activities they are planning will support the physical health and mental 

well-being of the local community.  See below to support:  

 https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/help-us-reopen-birtley-swimming-centre 

 

School gateway/ParentPay APP notifications re meals/trips/clubs 

Thank you to everyone who has created an account so far – we still need 40 more pupils’ parents/carers to 

do so. Amazing number of you using the app, well done so good to see.   

If you are struggling with any aspects of ParentPay, please check out the link below:  

https://parent-support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-gb/sections/4407691522449-Account-Access 

For any other enquiries or generic parent support link below: 

https://parent-support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-gb 

 

 

https://schools.recyclenow.com/families/
https://schools.recyclenow.com/families/
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/help-us-reopen-birtley-swimming-centre
https://parent-support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-gb/sections/4407691522449-Account-Access
https://parent-support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-gb
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If your child has been unsettled by recent events in Israel, our guide has some insightful tips for helping 

young ones deal with worrying news content they may have seen online. 
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