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Achievement Assembly

Our achievement assembly this week celebrated children who have shown “co-operation” this week. Well
done to the following children:

Reception: Zara Year 1: Ellen Year 2: Ellie

Year 3: Katelyn Year 4: Charlotte Year 5: Amelia Year 6: Harvey

Celebrating Attendance

Whole school attendance is currently at 94.8%

Well done to Year 1 & year 3 for best attendance this week at 95%

Our raffle has restarted. Our next draw will take place the Friday before May half.

Dates for Diary
e Mon 11" to Thur 14™ March - Parents Consultations & book fair in hall after school

o We 13™ March - Reception Trip to Farm

o Fri 15™ March - Comic Relief “wacky hair day/non uniform day"

o Tues 19™ Mar - KS2 Dance club performing PM at the Glasshouse International Centre for Music
o Tues 19™ Mar - Tiny Forest planting day in school (more info to follow)

e Tues 19™ Mar - Y5 Greek day

e Wed 20™ Mar - please send in an unwanted piece of clothing/cloth for bunting

e Wed 20™ Mar - Easter Film night - whole school (more info to follow)

o Tues 26™ Mar - Y3 at the Glasshouse for the Spring Sing

e Tues 26™ Mar - Breakfast Club special easter breakfast - please book on date by 22" March
e Thurs 28™ March - Lunch menu change see below: ho other option available

o Thurs 28™ March - Break up for Easter return Mon 15™ April

e  Tuesday 30th April & Wednesday 1st May - Matilda Performances (more info to follow)

o Fri 5™ July - PM school summer fayre

Reader of the Week Award

Celebrating our school's passion for reading! A huge congratulations to this week's school
reading award winners. We are delighted to introduce this week's star readers who will
receive a certificate:

Reception Year 1 Year 2

Heid and Igra Jamie and Mia Dylan and Jaxon

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Charlie and Millie Kourtney and Maisie Hannah and Sophia  Jack and Harry

World Book Day
Thank you to everyone who took the time to come along to our reading event (with some of you dressed up

too, which was great to see), you really did make World Book Day extra special! Children had a brilliant
interactive day, with some special visitors on site too and they looked amazing dressed up.

Thank you to everyone who bought a raffle ticket too. In our morning assembly today, three Reception
pupils were tasked to dig deep into the raffle ticket bucket and choose 3 winning tickets, the winning
tickets were:

15" Prize: £15 Metro centre voucher & a notebook went to George Y6

2" and 3¢ Prizes: Book bundles/bookmark went to Callum/Charlotte Y4 and Spencer Y3
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STEM Careers Week
This week we celebrated our very first STEM Careers Week. Throughout the week we were joined by
visitors from Equinor, SMS Technology, ATOM, Parker Hannifin, and Northumbria Water. Each set of
speakers talked about their careers and inspired our children to seek careers in the STEM field. Have a

look at our photographs on our Facebook page. Thank you to everyone involved!

What to do if your child is going to be late to school?

Can we please request that all pupils arriving late to school enter via the main entrance, an adult must
check in their child via the reception iPad providing a reason too. This is for safety purposes, for fire
registers and o ensure lunches are ordered too.

Have you booked your Parent Evening Appointments?
https://academy.eschools.co.uk/how-do-i-book-a-parents-evening-appointment-on-the-app/

Breakfast Club
Themed breakfasts up until the summer term, if you would like to make a booking, please do so online via
Schoolcomms. (Usual breakfast club items will be served tool)
Please ensure you book the specific date tool
o Tuesday 26th March - Easter Breakfast - Hot Cross Buns -book by Friday 22" March
e Tuesday 30th April - Waffles with fruit toppings
e Tuesday 215" May - Toasted muffins or pancakes
o Tuesday 18™ June - Health and Sports Week - Keep fit Breakfast!

Sport News
Huge well done to our Year 5/6 Hockey teams who played extremely well in the event this week. Team A

won their group and are now Gateshead finalist and Team B came second overall in their group! Fantastic
from everyone! Well done #TeamPortobello

Comic Relief 2024, Friday 15™ March

fene
RED We are collecting Donations for Comic Relief Red Nose Day 2024. 99.25% of all
NOSE J 4
donations will benefit Comic Relief. You can now pay online via the ParentPay link:
DAY pay Y
ERIDAY 16 mACH Comic Relief 2024 (parentpay.com)

ParentPay do not make any profit from these donations.

We will be celebrating with a "Wacky hair day' in school, children can also come to school in hon-school
uniform. Children can bring a donation into school too, a £1 donation per child would be amazing.

Right of the week - Article 32

Article 32 This week our Rights Respecting Club has chosen Article 32. This has been linked to
STEM and Careers Week as all children should have the opportunities and education to be able to
have a career they want.

Article 32 - Children have the right to be protected from doing work that is dangerous or bad for

;h?ir education, health, or development. If children work, they have the right to be safe and paid  EEHHEHEALEY
airly.

Lost Property

Over this academic year a substantial amount of lost property has been collected, can Year 1 and Key stage
2 parents, please check out the lost property boxes if you are in school attending parents evening
appointments next week. Also, a KS2 box of lost property will be available for parents to look through on
the Key Stage 2 yard at the end of each school day (weather permitting).

At the end of this half-term any remaining lost property, excluding clothing with school emblems, will be
popped into our clothing recycling unit near the main gates.
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Nutrition and Hydration Week 2024
Is taking place Monday 11™h March - Sunday 17™ March.
Nutrition and Hydration Week has taken place every March since 2012. The week see's organisations from

all areas of health and social care taking part, with an aim to highlight and educate people on the value of
food and drink in maintaining health and wellbeing.

Follow the links for some excellent advice!

NHS - Boost Your Mood with Food (The link between food and mental health)

NHS Eatwell Guide

Nutrition and Hydration Week Website
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Nustration from Nina Peanut
is Amazing © Sarah Bowie, 2024.

Date: world Book Day is Thursday 7th March

Book fair will be available after school

Thursday 7th March until 4pm and a tuck shop too
Monday 11th until 3.45pm

Tuesday 12th until 3.45pm

Wednesday 13th until 3.45pm

Easter Menu Thursday 28" March
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JUMBO FISH FINGER IN A SOFT
FINGER ROLL

OR

VEGGIE FINGERS IN A SOFT
FINGER ROLL

SERVED WITH

CHIPS @

PEAS OR SALAD )}

CHOCOLATE CORNFLAKE CRISPY
NEST ;
, HOMEMADE EASTER BISCUITS .~ "

THURSDAY 28TH MARCH

This will replace the chicken wrap option on the usual menu, no other food options will be available.
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Online Safety
#WakeUpWednesday 06.03.24

Since they were first played in arcades on oversized machines, fighting games have found their way not
only into our homes via consoles and PCs, but also - in the case of franchises like Street Fighter and Mortal
Kombat - into the pop culture elite, with merchandise and movie adaptations. The most recent entrant to
the arena is Tekken 8, which recently launched to critical acclaim.
With a cast of colourful combatants, Tekken offers an adrenalin hit of fast-paced fisticuffs and slick
presentation. As with any fighting game, however, Tekken's competitive nature and focus on violence may
not be ideal for the younger element of its user-base. This #WakeUpWednesday guide has some top tips
for allowing fans of virtual martial arts to enjoy the action more safely.
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conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

. What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

Thirty years after its debut on the original PlayStation, the Tekken franchise is back with its eighth
mainstream instalment. A one-on-one fighting game series in the same vein as Street Fighter and Mortal
Kombat, Tekken 8 can be commended for its relative lack of in-game purchases - but there's still plenty
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WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

< 7/
FUTURE SPENDING?

Tekken 8 carries a PEG! 16 rating, with the
assessors noting its violence, occasional
profanity and in-game purchase options. The
latter issue, however, is a little different to what
you may expect from a modern game: uniike
many high-profile releases, Tekken 8's content
is all accessible without spending any extra
money. The exceptions are new characters,
which will become available to purchase
separately in the future.
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COPYCAT RISK

With characters flying across the screen using a
mixture of authentic and fantastical fighting
styles, younger children and impressionable
teens may find themselves tempted to copy
their favourite characters or act out their epic
fights in real life. This could simply amount to

-

harmiess fun - but could also easily lead to
accidents, injury and distress if young gamers
start actually landing blows.

As a fighting game, Tekken 8's gameplay l

is heavily based on punching, kicking and
throwing opponents around - while some.
characters’ attacks occasionally involve
weapons. Most of the violence Is comparatively
cartoonish in its execution and lacking in gore,
but the fact remains that the action still revolves
entirely around intense combat and inflicting
damage on an opponent.

TRY IT OUT YOURSELF

As with many popular games, we'd recommend checking it out for yourself in
advance if you have any concerns. In the case of Tekken 8, there’s a free demo

version available (for all platforms) which lets you experience fights with a handful

of the characters: a useful way of establishing first-hand whether some children

might find the game's violence to be too intense.

MARTIAL ARTS MOTIVATION? B
With characters utilising real-world fighting styles such as jiu-jitsu, boxing and
kickboxing, Tekken could represent an opportunity to channel a child’s fondness for

the game into a beneficial interest in real-world martial arts. Classes can help to

build young people’s confidence and physical fitness, as well as providing avenues

for making new friends.

Meet Our Expert

Editor in Chief of gaming and esports site GGRecon, Lioyd Coombes has
worked in the games media industry for five years. He's played every Tekken
title since the series began and, as a parent, also values the importance of
online safety. Writing mainly about tech and fitness, his articles have been
published on influential sites including IGN and TechRadar.
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to consider in keeping young players safe from potential hazards.
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FAMILY CONFLICT &

Tekken 8's story mode, ‘The Dark Awakens’,
focuses on two of the series’ most important
characters - Kazuya and Jin, a father and son
who have been warring for years. The sight of
two family members physically fighting each
other may be hard to understand (and difficult
to deal with) for some children ~ causing
confusion and concern over why relatives would
‘want to hurt one another.

W /
RANKED ONLINE PLAY

Tekken 8 features an array of online modes ~
most notably its ‘Ranked" section, where players
battle to reach the top spot of a worldwide
leaderboard. Many players will dedicate
significant amounts of time to practising and —
while the challenge can be fun - some of these
matches can get extremely competitive.
Children could become obsessed with climbing
the rankings and dedicate an unhealthy
amount of time to the game or grow angry if
they wind up on alosing streak.
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ONLINE CONTACT

Tekken 8 doesn't offer voice chat by default, but
a player’s platform ID is visible (such as their
Playstation Network ID, Steam account or Xbox
gamertag). Rival players can, therefore, reach
out via messages if they wish. Given the game's
fiercely competitive nature, these
communications can potentially put children at
risk of online abuse if their opponent is @
particularly sore loser.

>

P

vV

While Tekken 8 features a sort of ‘spray’ impact effect when attacks land, it's

not the kind of game that most observers would describe as gory (unlike, for instance,
the Mortal Kombat franchise). Of course, any fighting game worthy of the name
include a significant degree of violence - but the level at which the battles in Tekken
are pitched may not be an issue for some children.

CONTROL COMMUNICATIONS

If achild plays Tekken online with anyone apart from their friends, then parents

and carers could consider restricting communications — such as shutting off the
facility to be messaged by other players (although the child’s profile name will still be
displayed) - to reduce the chance of contact from strangers. This can be done via the
console’s account settings or through the child’s Steam account (if playing on PC).
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