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Achievement Assembly 

Our achievement assembly this week celebrated children who have shown “cooperation”. Well done to the 

following children: 

Reception: Tommy   Year 1: Amelia   Year 2: Oscar    Year 3: Izabelle 

Year 4: Annalise Year 5: Ava Year 6: Olivia 

 

Celebrating Attendance  

Whole school attendance is currently at 95% 

Well done to Year 4 for best attendance this week at 97%!  

Attendance raffle  

Remember, the 100% attendance raffle has restarted so all children will be entered back into the draw.  

BUT they need to be in to win!   

 

Dates for Diary   

• Y2 – A Christmas Journey at Birtley Methodist Mon 4th Dec 

• Y5 trip to Parliament – Monday 4th Dec  

• Flu vaccination – Tuesday 5th Dec – whole school  

• Choir singing at Morrisons – Tues 5th Dec between 2pm – 3pm 

• Christmas Film Club – Wed 6th Dec (after school Y1 to Y6) – collect at 5.10pm 

• Reception Panto Trip – Thursday 7th Dec 

• Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day – Thur 7th Dec (£1 donation for charity) 

• School Fayre – Fri 8th December - start time 2pm (donations required/details below)  

• KS2 Xmas show – 2pm Mon 11th Dec  

• KS2 Xmas show – 9.30am Tues 12th Dec  

• Reception to Y2 Xmas show – 2pm Tues 12th Dec  

• Reception to Y2 Xmas show – 9.30am Wed 13th Dec  

• Whole School Xmas Dinner – Wed 13th Dec  

• Annual Xmas Shop – Monday 18th Dec pupil only event – donations required/details below 

• KS2 Xmas parties – Tues 19th Dec PM  

• Reception to Y2 Xmas parties – Wed 20th Dec PM  

• Y1 to Y6 Panto Trip – Thursday 21st Dec – non uniform/party clothes  

• Break up for Xmas Friday 22nd Dec – Xmas Jumper day/non uniform! 

• Inset day Monday 8th January – pupils return Tuesday 9th January 24 

 

Reader of the Week Award 

Celebrating our school’s passion for reading! A huge congratulations to this week’s 

school reading award winners. We are delighted to introduce this week’s star 

readers:                                                                                  
                                                                                                               
Reception                    Year 1                      Year 2 
Zara and Solomon                William and Alex                 Oscar and Emmie                  

                          
                                                                            
Year 3                        Year 4                        Year 5                 Year 6 
Harley and Hollie                   Lucas and Callum                    Emily and Freddie       Kailum and Joseph            
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Choir at Morrisons  

If you are out and about shopping in Birtley on Tuesday 5th December, please pop into Morrisons and hear 

our choir singing between 2pm – 3pm. 

 

Christmas Costumes 

Might you have any good quality nativity type costumes or dressy up costumes which are too small for your 

child/children (ages 4 years and up over) maybe hiding in a cupboard, that you no longer need? We could 

likely use them for our performances this year or in future years. If you have any to donate, would you 

please send them into school, any unwanted costumes can be brought in either before or after the 

Christmas plays.  Thanks to parents/carers who have already dropped some into us, we greatly appreciate 

them! 

 

Portobello Parent/Carer Fundraising Committee  

Are you interested in joining our school fundraising committee? Can you give up a 

few hours of your time across the year to support events such as after school 

film nights/discos, or help on a stand at our school fayres or by supporting 

charitable fundraising efforts? We meet up to four times a year to plan events 

and spread the word too? We currently have parent members from Y6, Y5 and 

Y3. If you would like to get involved, please get in touch with Mrs Lister we would 

very much welcome new parents/carers to join our existing wonderful team. 

 
Our Annual Pupil Christmas Shopping Experience Christmas Shop Donations Required  

Our school council would like to set up a Christmas Shop with a buy a gift & wrap service in 

school on Monday 18th December. All pupils, should they wish to take part, will be able to 

choose and buy a gift for a loved one for £2.00 – this gift would then be wrapped and 

addressed to a loved one to open at Christmas.  

Can you help? We have 194 wonderful pupils in our school – we therefore need 194 donated 

gifts which we can display in our shop, from which a child will choose one and it will then be wrapped and 

tagged ready to bring home.  

Donated gifts can be for all ages (no alcohol products allowed) – do you have any new unwanted gifts to 

donate to school – a bath bomb, bubble bath, a candle, sweets, any unused soft toys/games, a pack of 

playing cards, books, colouring items, packets of seeds for a garden maybe, a scarf or a cotton hanky even. 

The choices are endless.  Staff will be on hand to carefully help our school council wrap up each gift and 

each pupil buying a gift for £2.00 will write their gift tag or get support doing so.  

Donations to be with us by Wednesday 13th December please. 

 

Christmas Fayre Donations 

Christmas Fayre in school Friday 8th December 2pm – all welcome  

We will be holding a tombola stall, a bottle stall, Xmas crafts (made by the children), Guess the 

weight of the Xmas cake, Guess the name of the Teddy, there will be a hamper raffle, children’s 

temporary tattoo stand, and other exciting things happening too.  

If you or a friend would like to have a stall to sell any Xmassy items, please get in touch and let 

us know.  Can we please have donations into school by Monday 4th December!  

• Reception – Please donate the following: chocolate items  

• KS1 - Year 1 Year 2 – Please donate the following: sweets/cakes  

• KS2 – Year 3 Year 4 – Please donate the following: toiletries  

• KS2 – Year 5 Year 6 – Please donate the following: Bottles – can be alcoholic/non-alcoholic 
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Rights Respecting: Article 11 

Governments must stop children being taken out of the country when this is against the law – for example, 

being kidnapped by someone or held abroad by a parent when the other parent does not agree. 

School Uniform 

A polite reminder that we request all children to wear the following school uniform daily: 

• red jumper or cardigan 

• blue polo shirt or shirt 

• grey shorts, trousers, skirt, or pinafore type dress 

• plain black leggings (no sports logos) 

• blue summer dress 

• black school shoes or plain black trainers 

• hair bobble for longer hair 

We would like to draw your attention to the fact skirts, pinafore type dress, trousers or shorts should be 

grey and not black.  

Thank you or your cooperation in this matter. If you require any support please speak to Mrs Humphrey, 

Miss West, Mrs Lockhart, or Mrs Lister. 

Key Stage One Bags 

The Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 should only bring to school a book bag and PE bag to school. 

We do not have room to store 'personal school bags' daily on their pegs and children are not required to 

bring to school anything daily other than a water bottle. Please help make the cloakrooms safe and 

accessible by not sending your child to school with a bag. If you feel your child requires a bag for personal 

items, please speak to a member of the Key Stage One team who will be able to accommodate this in an 

alternative place.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

School Christmas Lunch is on Wednesday 13th 

December. 

 

If your child usually has a packed lunch and you would 

like to order a Christmas school meal, please let the 

office know and make a payment via ParentPay. 

To advise no other meal option is available on this day. 
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Online Safety - New laws, new responsibilities?  

 

With the Online Safety Act now coming into effect, our #WakeUpWednesday guide this week highlights 

some key areas that the fresh legislation covers – and what this means for UK education providers. 

 

 


